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Winklepickers, flares and bin liners 

 

Transcription of excerpt from interviews with Chris Ash, Alison Gunson, John Sanders, 

Julie Kenwright, Kevin Jenkins, Pat Grizzell, Malcolm Orgee, Persefoni Salter, Phil 

Williams, Mary Simcox and Sean Taylor about the clothes they wore to gigs 

 

 

Chris: I did once buy a pair of winklepickers, black shoes, very pointed at the 

front.  And yeah, I'd had them a few months and then I started looking 

for them and they'd disappeared, and low and behold my mum had 

put them on the fire, she thought I didn’t need them anymore.  So, I 

guess that was a hint not to go out and buy outrageous clothes. 

 

Alison: Flared jeans, or what they used to call loons, which were like cotton 

bell-bottom things.  And t-shirts, always t-shirts, usually tie-dyed t-shirts.  I 

remember having one, it was the Vietnam anti-American thing, so you 

know, the American flags were, you know put on things, upside down 

and stuff like that. 

 

John:   During the early punk days it was just normal, it was just basically normal 

clothes, but with badges on, and a bit of homemade stuff.  And then 

as it progressed into the ‘80s punk it was more studs and leather 

jackets, and stuff like that.  And I had, I mean I had a painted jacket, 

and you sort of, it wasn’t a uniform 'cause they were all different, but 

those ‘80s punks, to me, had a uniform, and I wanted to fit into the 

uniform of the ‘80s punks. 
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Julie: I remember going the first time, and this was the awful period where 

flares were going out and tight jeans were coming in.  And of course, I 

didn’t have any money to have any jeans, so I had to wear, the first 

concert I was mortified 'cause I wore flares and I just looked, I just felt so 

rubbish because everybody, it's a punk concert, I was at Eddie and the 

Hot Rods, it was a punk concert, everyone’s wearing tight jeans.  Do 

you know what, I don’t suppose anybody cared, except I did, I was 14, 

mortified.  I probably even had flares, 'cause I loved those ones that 

were graduated, so I had dark blue down to light blue flares, yeah.  So 

that was the only concert I wore those at because then I took my 

cords, some horrible old cords I had, and I sewed them so they were 

straight, [laughs].  And they must have looked absolutely rubbish, but 

they felt better than being flares. 

 

Kevin: Well it was all denim then, for us 'cause we all liked Status Quo as well, 

so, and denim was, you know that's, your parents didn’t get too upset 

about that 'cause jeans had been around forever.  Denim jacket, 

great.  Denim shirt that's great.  And there was even aftershave called 

Denim then as well.  So you could go out denimed up.  But I started 

getting into glam rock with The Sweet and Mott the Hoople, and stuff 

like that.  So I started to wear a lot of rings, and necklaces.  And I don’t 

think I had any brooches, but I wore a lot of stuff like that.  And you got 

a lot of stick for that at school.  But I was very short at school anyway, so 

I got stick anyway, and of course, this made, erm, this made them talk 

about something else other than I was the shortest in the class, or 

whatever.  And a bit of notoriety, so that was great.  I remember going 

out as a band and there was a boutique on the top of Belle Vue 

Terrace, opposite, not opposite Brays, but right up that end, and it was 

a, you know an individual shop and they had all weird stuff in there.  

Well it was weird for then.  And we’d go up there and buy stuff.  Not 

exactly Carnaby Street.  But we’d go and buy, it might just be rings or 

bangles, or something, but we certainly bought clothes as well there, 

and it was just different. 

 



© Rock Around the Hills, 2018 Page 3 of 6 

Pat: You had your wrap around skirt, your long wrap around skirt and your 

cheesecloth top, scooped sleeve.  Cheesecloth shirt or you had like a 

long sleeved t-shirt with the sleeves that were gathered at the wrist, 

scoop neck t-shirts.  And I remember making myself a skirt from blue 

and white like gingham, and it was totally circular.  And I can 

remember my mother despairing of me trying to cut it out because I 

had to, you know you had to cut the full circle out.  I remember making 

that and thinking I was the bees knees.  And I had a denim blazer I 

used to wear with it.  We used to go to the Red Windmill and buy our 

fashion accessories from the Red Windmill, and that was the place, 

you'd go in there and it smelt of patchouli oil, you always had to have 

your patchouli oil. 

 

Malcolm: A lot of what I wore then and what I wear now is sort of recycled 

clothing, I'd say.  So it's sort of, it came from charity shops, of which 

there was an abundance in Worcester in those days.  But it was a bit 

like a sort of rag and bone yard usually, you know you had to go 

through loads and loads of crap before you found any sort of nuggets 

of gold [laughs].  Later on we did start going to Birmingham and going 

to places like Kahn and Bell’s in Digbeth, and you know that was quite 

a revelation because what they did was they, obviously, spent all their 

time going around charity shops and picking out the good stuff.  So you 

didn’t have to go through the piles of dross, you just went in there, but 

you paid a bit of a higher price for it.  Jane Kahn and Patti Bell were 

sort of characters that I came across sort of later on in London as well, 

sort of, you know as part of the scene, if you like.  Yeah, so a lot of it 

was, you know recycled clothing basically, and people would put 

safety pins in and, you know armbands of whatever, and make your 

own badges.  There were an awful lot of button badges going around, 

you know X-Ray Spex and whatever other band you like.  I remember, 

erm, I made a badge of a picture of John Tyndall, who was the main 

man of the National Front at the time, and putting a big sort of X 

through it, you know.  I wanted my affiliations known, if you see what I 

mean. 
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Persefoni: I used to lighten my hair, it was blonde, but I used to go blonder.  I used 

to crimp it.  I would wear purple lipstick, black eyeliner.  I liked wearing, 

erm, individual clothes, things like polka dot drainpipe trousers, black 

vintage lace dresses.  I had some satin turquoise stiletto shoes, which 

were one of my favourites.  I could sew, so I used to get fabric like 

dogtooth check, and pink dogtooth check, tartan, different things, 

and make things myself, customise them.  Bin liners, the kind of general 

things.  But I didn’t really go out and buy things.  Sometimes I used to 

have to go out of the house with a bag and a change of clothes in 

because I wouldn’t have been able to leave the house if I had the 

clothes on that I was going to be wearing that night.  Especially when 

we had, I'd seen Debbie Harry wearing a bin liner on Top of the Pops, 

and we all decided that we wanted to wear bin liners.  And yes, as I 

say, I don’t think I would have been able to leave the house. 

 

Phil: I was quite taken by The Jam, and I saw, it may not have been their first 

TV performance, but I saw them on TV on one of the music shows, and 

as much as they weren’t punk you knew they were part of the scene, 

but the suits kind of inspired me a little bit.  And I'd got this old suit, I 

think it was from a second hand shop, although I can't remember, but it 

had the right cut, it had straight trousers, the small lapels, and I 

adapted that, and I, obviously, covered it in badges.  And the first few 

concerts I went to I went as a bit of a Bruce Foxton lookalike, I spiked 

my hair up, cut it short myself and got this suit that you know, it looked 

the part.  As I say, it was probably actually an original Mod suit from the 

‘60s.  And I made myself some Jam shoes.  I got a pair of my 

granddad’s old shoes, which he used to use for gardening, polished 

them up a bit, got some adhesive white vinyl and Evosticked them, 

these white, a sort of top panel on the shoes so they looked like the 

shoes that The Jam wore.  I thought I was really cool actually [laughs].   

One of the first, in fact the first time I went to Malvern Winter Gardens 

was the Buzzcocks gig in October ’78, I wore my Jam suit, and I wore 
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these Jam shoes.  But unfortunately because of the riotous nature of 

the gig and, erm, the way I used to dance then, and I did used to, you 

know really go for it dancing wise, I completely destroyed the shoes 

and they didn’t even make it back to Stratford, I threw them in a layby 

or in a ditch somewhere near Inkberrow on the A422 back to Stratford. 

 

Mary: I would have gone to the army surplus to get monkey boots, bought a 

donkey jacket, which my father was disgusted at, he said, “That's what 

plumbers wear, what's my daughter doing walking around in that?”  

[laughs].  The only thing I didn’t do was have short spikey hair because I 

was absolutely obsessed with Lene Lovich, so I'd grown my hair long, 

and it was in two plaits, and I wore it with lots of ribbons and bows tied 

in it.  And I absolutely refused, I couldn’t not do that.  So I was, kind of 

from the neck up I looking like Lene Lovich, and the neck down I was 

all a bit sort of like monkey boots and drainpipes, and donkey jackets, 

[laughs].  I think it was probably because I was that age where you 

dressed in what your friends are wearing, and then, I think maybe 

going to those gigs I realised that what my friends were wearing I 

actually didn’t like those clothes.  So just what was fashionable, what 

was in the shops, what we went to buy on a Saturday afternoon in 

Worcester, I actually didn’t like it, so I decided to start wearing what I 

liked, which was kind of looking like I'd walked out of Transylvania or 

something, I think eventually [laughs].  It wasn’t long before I was going 

up to London to the flea market at Covent Garden, buying all sorts of 

like old Victorian nighties and stuff, and then started cutting things up.  

And I do remember my needlework teacher at school gave me some 

fabric and said, “But you're not to tie it in your hair,” and I wound it 

around my head.  I can remember walking down the corridor at school 

like that being told to take it off.  I can remember my father saying the, 

it was almost that “You can't go out looking like that” [laughs].  He 

didn’t like the donkey jacket.  I remember a few years later I was 

wearing orange jeans and he said, “What is the purpose of those 

orange jeans?”  I said, “Because I like them.”  And I could tell he just 

didn’t understand.  He was always asking what it was for, that I was 
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wearing, or why was I wearing that?  But he didn’t ever try and stop 

me. 

 

Sean: A good friend of mine and Pete, and his wife of several years, Beryl, she 

used to get changed in the bus stop outside her house 'cause her 

mother wouldn’t let her go out the house in her punk gear.  And she 

used to hide her clothes behind the bus stop, put her punk stuff on, and 

off she used to go.  And then get back and get dressed into her 

normal… what would be sensible.  And that was the times we were in. 

 

Transcripts of the full interviews are available from Rock Around the Hills 

rockaroundthehills@gmail.com 

 


