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The Damned, 1977 

Transcription of excerpts from interviews with 

Malcom Orgee, David Roberts and Andy Clay (2018) 

 

Malcom: One of the first punk bands I saw was The Damned, and they were rea--, I 

was, you know, blown away by them they were fantastic.  I remember Rat 

Scabies, you know, hitting his cymbals in the first number, and he had talcum 

powder all over his cymbals and there was a sort of like cloud of dust went 

up, you know, like he was playing on some sort of drum kit that had been 

sitting there forever.  And this guy standing up front with a, in a sort of 

vampire outfit, you know, practically.  And I thought, wow, this is great, you 

know, bring it on. 

 

David: That first Damned gig was fantastic.  They, you know, we were very excited 

to have the first punk band come to Malvern because we’d read about it.  I 

can't remember about the timeline for this.  I believe the Sex Pistols were 

scheduled to come on that first infamous tour, but they got banned by the 

council, like they did in most places in the country.  But The Damned were 

the first people to turn up.  I bought a co--, I remember buying a copy of 

Sniffin’ Glue before the gig from Mark P., like the second thing of Sniffin’ Glue.  

I can't find it, I know I've got it somewhere, but I can't find it, and that would 

be quite a thing to read.  So we were very excited about The Damned 

coming on.  And because they'd just been doing London club gigs up until 

that point they just did 20 minutes and went off stage.  It was a very explosive 

20 minutes, but they just got off stage.  And we’d been used to heavy metal 

bands and prog rock bands all doing an hour and a half, you know.  Camel 

doing the Snow Goose, gosh that was a boring gig.  And The Damned come 

on, do 20 minutes of incendiary stuff, basically the first album, which I've still 
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got, it's brilliant, an absolute wonderful piece of work, you know, New Rose, 

all of that stuff.  They did 20 minutes and they'd go off, and the audience are 

stunned.  There's no applause, no demand for an encore, but everybody’s 

going, eventually looking around at each other, and what's happening here, 

you know, we’ve bought our tickets, we expect 90 minutes at least of 

entertainment.  And I think the Cherry Red promoters encouraged them 

back on stage.  And they came back on stage, and they set fire to the drum 

kit and then ran off again. It was wonderful, it was absolutely wonderful, and 

yeah, I have very fond memories of that one. 

 

Andy: The Damned did 25 minutes, went off, came back on, did, the same number 

again, Rat Scabies set fire to his drum kit and it was all over within 35 minutes, 

and I thought, well that's not value for money is it? 

 

 

Transcripts of the full interviews are available from Rock Around the Hills 

rockaroundthehills@gmail.com 


